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Officials Point to Overcrowded
Johnson-Powell,
^ «

Buildings.
Construction of a new twenty-tourroompublic school in Mount Pleasant

to relieve overcrowded conditions at

the Powell and Johnson schools, on

Hlatt place, between Irving: and Lamontstreets, is vitally needed in the

opinion of school officials. Both of
these schools are congested, portable
buildings having been pressed into
use to accommodate the heavy enroll-
ments. I
The Johnson and Powell schools, fa-

miliarly known as the Johnson- Powellcroup, are now caring for twothirdsof the children of the Mount
Pleasant section. The nearest school
on the north of these two buildings
is the West, about one mile and a half
distant. Like all the school houses in
the northwest and subdivision sections.the West is overcrowded.
There are 1,195 pupils enrolled in

these two schools, which are almost
directly across the street from one
another. Seven hundred and nine are

enrolled at the Powell and 486 at the
Johnson. This is an increase wf 91
over the peak enrollment of the two
schools last year, which reached 1.104.
the Johnson having 419 children and
the Powell 6S5.

Powell a Modern School.
The Powell School is one of the

most modern school buildings in the
District, it having a large assembly
hall, a manual training shop, a

domestic art center and a domestic
science center. It also has a clubroomin a corner room of the buildingwhich is used by the mother's
club of the school. This school when
erected about ten years ago had eight
classrooms. Four years ago. however,
eight rooms and an assembly hall
were added, and other modern improvementsinstalled.
With a sixteen-room building, the

Powell has been unable to comfortablyaccommodate its heavy enrollment.Two portables have been added
to the school and a half-day session
instituted for third grade pupils to
meet the increased enrollment. In
some of the classes forty-eight childrenare attending, eight more than
school officials believe one teacher is
able to instruct properly. Forty to
forty-four children are quartered in
each of the portables.
The mothers' club of this school is

making preparations to serve hot
luncheons to the pupils in the near
future. The food is to be prepared
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the club for its meetings. Teachers
at the school now are using this clubroomin the preparation t>f their
lunches.

Johnson School Older.
The Johnson School is a much older

buiding than the Powell, it having
been erected about thirty years ago.
Tt is an eight-room building, and. like
the Powell, has been so overcrowded
that a portable had to be used. This
school is badly in need of better lightingfacilities. At present it has a gas
lighting system, which is confined entirelyto the basement. The remainder
of the building is without any lights.
One of the principal needs of these

two schools is adequate playground
space, and more equipment. There is
a small play space which children at
the two schools now use, but is entirelyinadequate.

MORE PLAY SPACES '

NEED OF DISTRICT,
MRS. RHODES SAYS

(Continued from First Page.)

manent playgrounds in Washington."
The most important function of

Playgrounds. Mrs. Rhodes believes, is
to furnish the boys and girls with
wholesome recreation and exercise)
during the hours when children other-I
wise would play upon tne streets.
"Open-air playgrounds," the report

roes on, "mean health and happiness
to the children, and we have some
rood grounds, but it still is true that
there are thousands of children in
Washington growing up with the
streets as their only place to play.
Tet we all agree that the street is
the most dangerous spot from every
angle to the little child. Streets and
alleys do not turn out the best productfor citizenship."

Facilities Below Standard.
Summing up her recommendations,

the supervisor says:
"Our playground facilities are far

below the standard of needs. We need
more grounds. We need permanent
grounds, those from which we shall
not have to move. We need more
money for the maintenance of the
grounds we already have. We need
more directors and assistants than we
now have, and we need larger salaries
for those already in our employ.
"The playground worker should be

paid equal at least with the teaching
profession, as one in this work must
be able to interest and instruct the
various groups, from kindergarten to
adult, and at times look after anywherefrom 100 to 1.000 children, with
many visitors, in a day. May I repeat
that the great outstanding fact in regardto playgrounds in the District is
the demand for more."
Three playgrounds were opened duringthe fiscal year ended last June.

They were: Logan. 3d and O streets
northeast; Park View. Warder street
and Otis place, and Oallinger, on K
street between 2lst and 22d streets.
In-"»dflitinn. th*» fl^nartmf^nt HpfnilpH u

teacher to the playground at the
Washington City Orphanage.
The report of K. J. Brunner. in

charge of the municipal bathing pools
in Potomac Park, which is included in
Mrs. Rhodes' report, states that there
was great demand for instruction ill
swimming during the past year.

SAYS MEN HAVE TO SIGN,
Crandal Mackey Queries Senator

Elkins on Labor Contract.
Crandal Mackey, attorney for the

Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, has
addressed a letter to Senator Davis Elkinsof West Virginia, a director of the,
Washington and Old Dominion railway,in which the latter is asked if he ap-
proves "the form of contract forced
upon the employes of the Washingtonand Old Dominion railway whereby the
employes each agree to forfeit $50 to
J. V. Davis, manager of the railway, if
they join a labor union."

-Mr. Mackey tells Senator Klkins: "If
ou repudiate it you have power to stopthe use of it and the forfeiture of the]*50 that has in many instances alreadyl>een taken from the pay of those dischargedfor joining the brotherhood."

STATES PROBE CORN BORER.
Specialists of the Department of Agriculture.headed by Assistant Secretary

Hall, have left Washington to investigatedamage done by the European corn
borer in Massachusetts, New York. New
Hampshire and Pennsylvania.

BEGINS TERM AT ATLANTA.
,\ P,V\ I'UIU MKWS, Va.. October .

c, j. siaight. former postmaster at
Stafford. Va.. has surrendered himself
to the t.'nlted States marshal and is
en route to Atlanta to begin serving a

sentence of eighteen months in the federalprison. He was recently convicted
of embezzling post office funds
mounting to $3,300. but was given a

few weeks to wind up his persona!
business affairs before beginning his\ sentence.
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SCOTTISH RITE BODIES j
HONOR STERLING KERR

Choose Him as General Secretary
to Succeed the Late Elmer

E. Simpson.
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STIRLING KERR.

Stirling Kerr was chosen general
secretary of the four Scottisli Itite
bodies of Washington at a mass meetingof the members last evening at
the cathedral. 3d and D streets northwest.He succeeds the late Elmer E.
Simpson, who died last week.

Mr. Kerr, who was chosen on the
first ballot, received 257 votes. On a
motion the choice was immediately
made unanimous. Others nominated
were J. Claude Keiper, Jason Watermanand Um Towers, jr.
The name of William L. Eoyden.

librarian of the Supreme Council, wbo
has been acting: as secretary, was
placed in nomination. Mr. Boyden,
however, declined the honor.

Prior to the balloting: for secretary
it was agreed that the person chosen
to fill the unexpired term of Mr. Simn-
son would receive the vote of the
bodies for the position at the next
election, as the secretary is required
to devote his entire time to the oftice.

Following the election Sovereign
Grand Commander George Fleming of
the Southern Jurisdiction of the ScottishKite announced the appointment
of Roe Fulkerson as deputy of the
Supreme Council for the District of
Columbia, to succeed Mr. Kerr, the
choice of the latter for grand secretaryof the local bodies of the rite
necessitating his resignation as deputy.

EMPLOYES ENTERTAINED
BY LANSBURGH BRO.

Five Hundred at Merrymaking in
Celebration of Mercantile Firm's

Sixtieth Anniversary.
Five hundred strong, the employes

of Lansburgh & Brother, Inc.. made
merry last night in Kauscher's ill
celebration of the sixtieth anniversaryof the founding of the firm.

speeches were made by both the employersand employes. A large birthdaycake with sixty candles was presentedto the firm on behalf of the
employes by Marx Kahn, one of the
oldest buyers in the store, who called
attention to the many benefits offered
by the firm and pledged loyally to
the store.
Leonard Weinberg, attorney and

member of the board of directors, was
toastmaster for the occasion. He said
that the banquet was arranged by the
store in appreciation of the loyal
work of its employes.
Thomas Lyon, general counsel of
the firm, said that a loyal organizationmade the difference between successand failure.
"Without organization of its employes,where every one works toward

the same end," said Mr. Lyon, "a
business must die. The fact that this
store still exists and has grown so
greatly during sixty years proves
that there has been intelligent connoMfinnr>n tVlu no r+ n/ Ihn amnlm-nn "
v>/cia«.(V(l vn vnt JJU i *- VI n«3 tv3.

Samuel Hart, who has been connectedwith Eansburgh & Bro. for nearly
forty years, pointed out the advantagesof working in a store now over
those of former years. He said employesnow work about half as long
receive many times more salary, have
libraries, lunchrooms and many other
conveniences.
Adolph Weyl, treasurer, announced

a plan for distributing among the
employes the profits of the tw oweeks*
aniversary sale. Every department
of the store will be given a quota, he
said, and those that attain the quota
or go over it will be entitled to the
bonus.
William Schmucker, assistant to the

general manager, directed the singing.
CLUB WILL EXPAND.

Old Colony Plans to Spread From
Paris to Frisco.

Tentative plans are under way to
extend the range of the Old Colony
Club, an association of the world's
business men. from Paris, France, to
the Pacific coast of the United States.
The several hundred members of the

organization In this vicinity received
word yesterday that a branch had
just been opened in the St. Francis
Hotel, San Francisco, and that the
Hotel du Ithin. in the Place Vendome,
Paris, would be the headquarters of
another branch during the winter.
The Old Colony Club aims to providea home for its members in everycommercial center. There are now

seventeen cities in which club memb-rshave commodious rooms where
they make their home while in that
city.
The membership list contains more

than 10,000 American. Canadian and
English business executives, and the
next President and Vice President of |
the United States are members, as
the nominees of both parties, republicanand democratic, belong to the
Old Colony Club.
Charles Conradis and E. Hume Tal-

bert, two local club members, serve
upon the national advisory board.

PROMOTED TO BE CAPTAINS.
First Lieuts. Charles A. PfeiTer. Paul

M. Patterson, tleorge H. Harris, jr.;
Clark A. Wilcox and Allan C. Sutton.
Medical Corps, and First Lieut. George
J. Sibley, Dental Corps, have been
promoted captains in the Regular
Army.
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